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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND CRIGINAL (if known) PHYSIZAL APPEARANCE

Little Elk Farm House is 2 tw> and a half story stone structure, three
bays long and *wo bays deep, with a two stor, stone wing on the east side,
set twp feet below the level of the larger part. The south facade of the
building has more uniform stone except the wing which is covered with )
stucco; the other sides have rough stone work, (the arches above the win-
dows are composed of threec large stones, the center one being a keystone.)
Across the facade of the main part and around the corner is a one-story
porch of 20th Century date. O:If the northwest corner is an eariier
Victorian porch with turned balustrade and fretwork. The door, set on
the east side of the main part, has a single large pane of glass above

a multipaneled base. There is also a transom. Sash throughout the

house have 2/2 panes;....there are paneled shutters on the first story
and louvered shutters on the second story. There are two small dormers
on each side of the MA" roof. One brick chimney is located on the west
gable. A small patch of brick marks the former place of a date plaque
in the apex of the west gabie.

The present floor plan of the house consists of an entrance stair hall,
with a large living room on the west and a bath on the north; down three
steps is the dining room and north thereof is the kitchen. From evidence
in the cellar the original floor plan can be ascertained to have had twc
rooms with ccrner fireplaces in place of the present large living room.

A corner fireplace was also situated in the room now a bath., The only
original woodwork on the firsi story is the open-string stair with its
well-shaped handrail and square balusters and attractive carved spandrels,
some doors trim and flooring. The ceiling of the dining room originally
had exposed beam with ogee molded edges.

The house stands on a small ridge adjacent to the Little Elk Creek,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Little E1k 1s important tvo Cecil County as a good example of the type
architecture used in the late 18th (entury and is
the home of a member of the House of Delegates to
Assembly. Also of great importance is the geographic make-up of the

area north of Route 273. It is the only wide vally in the upper part of
Cecil County used for agriculture,

narrow and stcep.

ajso important as
the Maryland General

he other valleys in the area are

It appears that the Mackey family has been settied on this tract at
least as early as the 1720's. Robexrt Mackey, who died in 177}, had
amassed a great deal of land between 1723-71, mest of which was in and

around the aforesaid valley.
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Little Elk Farm : - -1

The history of Little Elk Farm has special interest in its re-
lation to the Mackie (also spelled Mackey) family of Cecil County.
The present farm, consolidated in the 1870's, contains two tracts
that the present owner's ancestors occupied in the eighteenth century.

The larger of the two parcels of land consists of part of a
tract called Hopewell, originally patented in 1716 for 544 acres to
Mathias Van Bibber, who served as chief justice of Cecil County at
the time of the erection of the courthouse at Court House Point in
1719. Within a generation over half the tract belonged to members
of the Mackie family. (Two separate parts of the Hopewell tract
descended through the family; one of these, consisting of 125 acres,
is the part upon which the house "Hopewell"” is located.) The section
related to "Little Elk Farm" was devised to James Mackey, Sr. by his
father's will in 1771, and he in turn willed 1it, in 1786, to his son
James Mackey, the probable builder of Little Elk Farm, a late eigh-
teenth century structure.

. James Mackey, Jr. was a member of the group which established the
Cecil Manufacturing Company on Little Elk Creek in 1794, for the
manufacture of linen, wool, and cotton goods. It is said that the
company presented President Jefferson with a sample of its cloth,
and that he had it made into a suit which he wore for his inauguration.l
In 1818 the younger Mackey, identified in Jeffersonian terms in
the deed as a yeoman, sold 100 acres to William Mackie, yeoman. It
was probably this William Mackie who is listed as the captain of a
company of Cecil County militia during the Revolution, and who in
1782 procured sixteen hSrses for the Continental Army, delivering them
to Henry Hollingsworth.

In 1874, with the deeding of 156 acres from William Armstrong to
Walter Armstrong, the farm took on approximately its present size.
In 1964 it was acquired by Mr. Richard D. Mackie, Delegate to the
Maryland General Assembly from Cecil County.

/]

lHistory of Cecil County, Maryland, George Johnston, Elkton:

2 Published by the author, 1881. p. 382.

Revolutionary Records: Army Accounts, #1, p. 138. Hall of Records,
Annapolis, Maryland.
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